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only one favour of his majesty, which was the liberty to discourse with
him on the sanctity of her religion, and to put him in mind of his promise
of forsaking the worship of idols. But the fear of giving offence to his
people made him delay the execution. His miraculous victory over the
Alemanni and his entire conversion in 496 were at length the fruit of
our saint's prayers.

Clotildis having gained to God this great monarch, never ceased to
excite him to glorious actions for the divine honour: among other religious
foundations he built in Paris, at her request, about the year 511, the great
Church of SS. Peter and Paul, now called St Genevieve's. This great
prince had a singular devotion to St Martin, and went sometimes to Tours
to prostrate himself in prayer at his tomb. He sent his royal diadem,
which is called to this day The Realm, a present to Pope Hormisdas as a
token that he dedicated his kingdom to God. His barbarous education
and martial temper made it, in certain sallies of his passions, difficult for
Clotildis to bridle his inclination to ambition and cruelty, so that he scarce
left any princes of his own relations living except his sons. He died on
the 27th of November in the year 511, of his age the forty-fifth, having
reigned thirty years. He was buried in the Church of the Apostles
SS. Peter and Paul, now called St Genevieve's, where his tomb still
remains. An ancient long epitaph which was inscribed on it is preserved
by Aimoinus and copied by Rivet. His eldest son Theodoric, whom he
had by a concubine before his marriage, reigned at Rheims over Austrasia,
or the eastern parts of France, which comprised the present Champagne,
Lorraine, Auvergne, and several provinces of Germany. Metz was after-
wards the capital of this country. As to the three sons of Clotildis,
Clodomir reigned at Orleans, Childebert at Paris, and Clotaire I at Soissons.
This division produced wars and mutual jealousies, till in 560 the whole
monarchy was reunited under Clotaire, the youngest of these brothers.
St Clotildis lived to see Clodomir defeat and put to death Sigismund,
King of Burgundy; but soon after, in 524, himself vanquished and slain
by Gondemar, successor to Sigismund; Gondemar overcome and killed
by Childebert and Clotaire, and the kingdom of Burgundy united to
France. The most sensible affliction of this pious queen was the murder
of the two eldest sons of Clodomir, committed in 526, by their uncles
Childebert and Clotaire, who seized on the kingdom of Orleans. This
tragical disaster contributed more perfectly to wean her heart from t&e
world. She spent the remaining part of her life at Tours, near the toinb
of St Martin, in exercises of prayer, almsdeeds, watching, fasting, and
penance, seeming totally to forget that she had been a queen or that her
sons sat on the throne. Eternity filled her heart and employed all her
thoughts. She foretold her death thirty days before it happened, having
been admonished of it by God at the tomb of St Martin, the usual